
Ovation 
Running seven marathons on seven continents in seven days seems like a feat that only elite, 
dedicated athletes would consider. Dr. Debra Carneol, co-owner of North Liberty Dental, 
didn’t consider herself an elite athlete when she committed to the 777 World Marathon 
Challenge. But she is dedicated. She said, “We watch our children walk, run, play, and laugh. 
We share in their joy and development. But each year more than 200,000 families around the 
world, who are affected by clubfoot, do not share that same joy.”  

The fifty-five participants in the Marathon Challenge all raised funds for different charities. 
Deb chose Clubfoot Solutions, which manufactures and globally distributes the Iowa Brace. 
It’s been called ‘orthodontics for feet.’ Deb raised $45,000 to provide 2,000 braces to children 
in South Africa.

Giving back is not new for Deb. As a board member at the University of Iowa Louis Shulman 
Hillel Foundation, she serves the local Jewish community through a number of initiatives, 
inspiring Jewish students to create an active and open community locally, nationally, and 
around the world.  

Deb is also a member of Beta Sigma Phi, Zeta Pi chapter, a non-profit national women’s 
service organization focusing on community service for local children, families, and non-profit 
groups. 
As a US Bank Advisory Board member, Deb is active in fundraising events, including raising 
money for the United Way of Johnson & Washington Counties.  

Deb will do whatever it takes, including running seven marathons in seven days, to help those 
in need.

10	 2018 Ovation: A Tribute to Iowa Women and Girls

Debra Carneol, DDS


